HHS database is risky source for credentialing.
Hospitals are running a considerable risk if they rely too heavily on the National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB) as a source of information throughout their credentialing process. A report released recently by the General Accounting Office, which found the data bank riddled with problems, only underlines that point. The government watchdog agency says problems of underreporting to the NPDB make it a questionable source of information regarding disciplinary actions taken against health care practitioners by hospitals and other health care providers.